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4 be from Evil . by their own 4 g. 


nients? 


The Principal Inquiries 
made in this Treatiſe. 


F Hether the Modern Prophets have 
not proved their Injpirations t 


I. : 


II. Whether Almighty bode any time ſen 
a Prophet! to declare a Thing abſo lutely to 
Men in his Name, io Condition being eiche 
expreſs d or implicd.; ; and at the ſame tint 
Fee purpoſeth, that it ſhall not come u 
RaJſs ? 

BY i Whether part 7 the Extaſes and 
| Decla rations of the Modern Pr ophets cal 

re, 1 be ſuppoſed to be from God, and 
part / rom ſome ol her Cauſe? 

IV. Whether there be any Ground in th 
El y Scriptures to expect an other Golpt 
and Miniſtry than that we now enj"y, befor 
the End of the World ? 

V. "If -theſe Avitations be ſuppoſed to T 
fromthe. Deluſion of the Devil, what 00 


may be learn d 3 the Cafes C oy 


PREFACE. 


Prophets, who are already refuted by therr 
Principles: But yet there is a Charity due 
thoſe that are bewilder d in a Maze of unſober 
ts; and ſince we bear of few or no full Re- 
ations, it ſeems not unneceſſary to offer them a 
77 

Beſides, the Doctrine of God's arbitrary fore- 
ln things, which at the ſame time he does not 
dito verifie in the Event;which hath been late!y 


that a Chriſtian ought, not only to be a Wri- 


Ind further, the Miſtakes of many well-mean- 
eople about the everlaſting Goſpel, and a 
Miniſtry to preach it, have been ſo multipli- 


that for another Diſpenſation which is to 
ede, and ſet by, the Goſpel we naw have; 
Abt the Means of Grace preſcribed herein, 
| 7 L 2. an 


Fi may ſeem needleſs to argue againit the New 


iſhed in their Favour, is ſo horrible a Suppoſi- 


but if need were, to be a Martyr in oppoſing, 


lite, that we hear of Bills put up at the 
lic Prayers for the haſtening of it: And ta- 


1 


and extremely hazard their everlaſting Sala 


tleſe is the only Intention of this Publicaty 


pute ſeems to be concluded by the Failure of ti 


the real Sun in the Firmament and the Py 
which are but the Reſemblances of ir 1 


| The Preface: 


on. . 
Ts contribute to the Spiritual Welfare i 


and I beſeech every ſerious Reader of this, tu 
ther it by his earneſt Prayers. | 

I thouzht it needleſs to refute thoſe Argum 
that have been publiſhed to prove the Divine) 
ſion of theſe Prophets; becauje the whole! 


declared Deciſive Signs: But if any ſhall thi 
particular Anſwer to them needful, iu may ſon 
done. It is not difficult to diſtinguiſh bei 
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ODERN Pa OPHETS. 


anche Subjects we Can think of, All lerl- 


Wound in their Hearts, whenever they con- 
ler it. 


ſwe have a Religion, all glorious and heavenly, 


Sit, are for the moſt part low and corrupt : 


ent of Man under Heaven, comes to be 
leſqu d, banter'd, and derided, as a Thing 
no value, 

Among the many Cauſes of this confuſed 
© of Things, the groundleſs Pretences of 
"uſraſts to extraordinary Manifeſtations from 
are none of the leaſt. For when People 
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| HE largriſping State of true Religion, in 
| all Partsof the World, is one of the molt 


k Perſons feel a Load upon their Minds, and 


It the Temper and Lives of thoſe that pro- 


{hence it is that Religion, which is in it ſelf 
greateſt Ornament, Improvement, and Fu- 


de founded theſe Pretenſions, 2nd fond 
m nothing more than the Fancies of Mens 
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6 Remarks on the Modern Prophets. 
diſtempered Brains, or the ſuggeſtions © i 
Spirits; they are apt to think fo, even d 
Things truly Sacrea and Divine, without taking 
a Juſt care to diſcern the vaſt difference betun 
the one and the other. 

True Gold loſes not one Grain of its juſt V 
lue, by rhe Counterfeits of ir, be they never 
many: even ſo the Chriſtian Religion hatha 
intrinjic and eternal value, however miſtepr 
ſented by the Deceiver pr the Decei ved. An 
tho iuch as have only imaginary Meſſages fro 
God, will ſoon come to nought, the real Wen 
of the Lord will endure for ever. 

Let us therefore make an impartial | 1nqui) 
into the Modern Prophecies, and conſider, 

I. Whether their own Arguments do not proj 
them to be actuated, in part at leaſt, from en 
Spirits? 

We have lately heard the Pleas of thoſe ul 
ſaid, they brought us, in their Extaſics, f 
VWarniuos ef the Eternal God ; but they b 
man fefſhy diſproved their own bretenſion 

Mr. Lacy acquaiats us, (a) that the Au 
Cons of the Bodies of theſe Prophets arc the a 
ward Sign given of the Time when the Word 
the Lord comes into, or his Spirit overall 
Moth ef the Perſon So that whatever is tit 
wttered th cy account ſacred Inſpiration ; i 

ne lays, tbe Word of the Lord. Now in tig 
Extakies, Mr. Lacy bad a «fron 5 {wp or tin 
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(a) In bis Prefice tn the Cry from the Deſert f 1 


| Remarks on the Medern Prophets. HY IJ V 
beriet, he faith (4) that his Divine Miſſi- N ſl 
. be proved by many ungueſtionable Mira- 'p 
eber the 29th of April laſt + but this was 1 
r made good fo as to ſatisfy himlelf; as he 1 

eſſetb. (c 1 FR 7 1 
VWs \fter this there were aſſurances given them 4 
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Len Jaſpirations which they printed; and in 
Any others which they tellus were delivered 
J erwards; that the Body af. Mr. Emes {hoald be 
Wſcd on the 25th Day of May loft : and this 
ould be rhe Sigz, which by its Accompliſh- 
ent. ſhould prove them to be ſent from God! : 
nd Sir Richard Bulkeley publiſhed it to the 
Jorld, as the determining and deciding (d) 
pr upon which the Truth of theſe Frophets de- 
wed, And the fame he affirmeth of Mr. 
ucy's Six Months,” which ended April 29th.(e) 
but both theſe have failed; and fo, according 
their own Principles and Declarations, they 
not from Cod. The Caſe will not admit of 
ther Debate. What they ſpeak in their Ex- A 
es could not be from God, becaule they are 1 
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EE En os ns. 
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many of thoſe very Extaſies proved to be q 
Y ſe, and of no Credit. 8 E 6 
nere is therefore now no reaſonaZle Fxcu'e 1 
0 | any one that knows theſe Things, to continue 
1 e Moment longer in theſe diſpro v d Ways and 


attices ; eipeciaily it VE confider che many 
mers of Fact which they give us as Demon- 


_— 


# The D-alings of Sed, p. 29. (e) Ibid. p. 3i. (i, 


rer to ſeveral Peep. . le 8K. 
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* Remarks on the Modern Prophets. 
{trations of a ſupernatural Agency, accompin 
ing theſe Extatic Motions: They tell us th 
they are wholly paſſive in what they {peikj 
theſe Agitations. They aſſure us that if 
Children among them argue judiciouſly uy 
the moſt abſtruſe Points of Religion in the 
Extaſies; that others ſpeak Languages of whit 
they have no competent Knowledge; that 
Lacy was carried Ten or Eleven Foot * witha 
any Agency of bis own, and was hurried abt 
the Room on hs Knees, faſter than he col 
have run on his Feet; others have been violent 
ly caſt down on the Ground without any vi 
ble Touch, and at other times thrown doi 
Stairs without harm : and many other thin 
above the Sphere of humane Agency. 

Now, ſince theſe Perſons believe themſelt 
to be actuated by a Supernatural Power in tit 
Extaſies; which if it be ſo, demonſtratss that! 

15 not wholly from Men; and ſince their of 
dleciſive Signs have determined that they arc 
from God; U leave it to them to make thel 
Interence concerning their being moved a 
 aritated from below; which is but the nec}! 
Conſequence of their ewn Premiſſes. 

| do not lay this before them with the it 
- Comemprt or tl-will, but in the ſincerity 
Ciiriftian Compaſſion, that they May in t 
confiier the horrible Caſe of worſhipping 4 
Evil Spirit as the glorious Jehovah, of leg 
ing his Deluſions as the Oracles of GOD." 
receiving lus Bleſſugs on their Knees, 201 


* Bl Weary, . 4. - ; . L 4) O 1. 
(See ir. Lary's Agen of Gets Dratingsþ 1 
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Remarks on the Modern Prophets, 9 
ing of the Almighty. Were this done but 
4 that by Miftake, the Cafe would be 
* dreadful; but to do it, after ſuch Evi- 
ce of the thing from their own Principles 
| Confeſſions, will make rhe Heart ake when- 
it comes to a due ſen/ibleneſs. | 
| cannot therefore but expect the publick pe- 
nt Acknowledgments of thoſe Gentlemen a- 
Ing them, who are, I verily think, Perſons 
Preater Piety and Fand than to remain in 
ul Errors in fo dangerous a Point, or to com- 
Ein any known Impoſture, to ſerve any 
dly or il End. It is a comely and honou- 
e Thing, worthy of the wiſeſt and beſt of 
to give Glory to God by raking Shame to 
Inſelves. 

jut here Mr. Lacy makes a ſolemn Appeal to 
8 concerning himſelf, (F) as a Perſon that his 
Jeeing Eye Knows, has mot indulged himſelf in 
t Sins of any ſort, but has all hn life-time walks 
fear of him; and therefore concludes, that 
would not ſuffer an Evil Spirit to delude him, 
5 to this, inſtead of going about to leſſen 
Character, | deſire him to conſider how unfit 
indecent it is for him to ſuggeſt, that the 
eſs of God is to be called in queſtion, if Mr. 
be deceived. Let him beware of this, leſt 
Vance to the inſo/ent Blaſphemy of Hacket 
Pthers, I defire him alio to conſider, how 
» It is for ay one, cn in Mr 2 
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10 FKFemarks on the Moders Prophe, 
cy's Circumſtances, to be very ſure that he 
made no Miftakes in drawing fo favor ://:1} 
ſcription of himſelf; and how dangeron« ir ix 
truſt to it. And therefore I rather with, tar 
Perſons concerned in this matter, would ſpeci 
and impartially conſider, whether they haven 
juſtly provoted God to give them up, to a4 
porary Deluſion at leatt, by a too light efteen 
the ordinary Means of Grace, and of the G 
our LORD, and his AMiniſtry; by thinkin 
: themſelves above what they ought to thb 
of others much Beneath; by puting theme 
into 7emptation ; by quitting their C 
Walch; by unadviſed Reſolutions, and miigrol 
ed Expectations. When theſe and other pry 
Circumſtances are duly conſidered, I havel 
that we may ſee ſomething more like that 
tire Humility, () which they ſay, is the H 
of this Oiſpenſation. 5 
But far be it from any One to ſay, when! 
tempted or deceived, that he is tempted ot d 
ved of the Good and Fly GOD: for Gedd 
not be tempted or deceived , neither coil 
tempt or ceceive any One. CRE 
l am therefore extremely concern 'd, te 
any thing ſo untrue and misbecoming 91 
Afﬀertion to have fal'n from the Pen (t)( 
learned a Gentleman as Sir Richard Bal 
Which leads us to conſider another Que 


KA | | 


lee) Auſwerto ſeveral . £) 5 
fear to ſeuoral Treat ice, P. 84,83, 88. 
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| Remarks'on the Modern Prophets, 1E 


a Prophet to declare a Thing abſolutely 
Men in his Name, in which no Condition 


Bly purpoſeth that it ſhall not come to pals 2 
Sch is therefore called Arbitrary Prediction. 
This SirRichard Bulkeley endeavours to prove; 


Almighty God, which Gerd, at the ſame 


% paſs, Now, faith he, the Prophet is 
be Prophet in this; becauſe he delivers what 
eceived from God. But then, alas! how is 
D true, when he puts Words of fal/hood 
the Prophet's Mouth ? | 


Aperſing the Glory of GO D's ite Truth 
Wkreen fallible Mortals from Shame. No; 


that contradlicts or accuſes his Maker, 
was willing to think, that this /earned Cen- 
n had meant, that GOD. ſometimes per- 
| evil Spirits to ſuggeſt falſe Notions and 
ies to carnal and talſe-hearted Prophets, 


tural Threatnings and Iuſtances. But as 
pannot be called Arbitrary, ſo it doth not 
pur Author's Expreſſions, or the Drift of 
guments. In oppoſition therefore to this 
bor, I think my ſelf bound in Duty to 


. Whether Almighty GOD at any time 


upreſs d or implied; and at the ſame time ſe- 
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h that a true Prophet may receive a Meſſage 


Feber be delivers it, doth purpoſe not to. 


bope no Body will dare to ſpeak thus of 
Modern Prophets, or once allow a Thought 


50 D be true, and every Man a Liar, every 


by them to thoſe carnal Ziquirers who ap- 
themſelves to them; which agrees with 
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12 Remarks on the Modern Prophets: 


Almighty GOD, and in due Concern for hig 


ry, to teſtify that our 7»finitely good God rey 


did, and never can put any falſe Sentence i 


the Mouth of any Prophet; for that tj; 
altogether inconſiſtent with all ſober Reaſn, 
well as revealed Truth. For, from One » 
fectly Hely, Good and True, nothing can n 
ceed but what is compleatly agreeable to /; 
neſs, Goodneſs and Truth: and ſuch is G0| 
and fo are all his Words and Works. 

The aforeſaid Gentleman expreſſeth hi 
ſelk on this Point thus: (e) There is in the fu 
Place another ſort of Prediction to be conjide 


and that is what I called an arbitrary one: 


in which tho the Prophet be a true Prophet 
it is the internal Purpoſe of the Almizht), 
wiſe Reaſons, that the Matters of it pred 
ſhall certainly not come to paſs. Here indeed 
Prophet is unblamealle ; becauſe, as Sir Kit 
faith. Jie {peaketh not t, on Wards, bt 
Words ef God. But how diſmally goth thif 


flect on the leſt and trueſt of all Beings, 


* 


is here ſaid to put falſe Specches into the! 
phet's Mouth? This is arberrary inde, 
Sir Richard needed not to have ſaid, that | 
almoſt ſaid lecept ive, (f ) tor he hath in 
ſpokert it cut. 

It is true, that Our Almighty C reater | 
an Atjolute and Ar vitrary Pow er over 


Do — 


e 41;{wer to ſeveral Treatiſes, p. $4, 


Rematks on the Motlern Prophets. 11 
y do what He will with his own : But it is 

ally true, that God cannot wi or purpoſe 
ching but what is Good; and therefore 


Shteouſneſs, and will never do any thing 
Irtful or ill. But a Falſity is in it (elf 
, and it is impoſſible for GO D to lie. g) 
Were this lort of Arlitrary Prediction 


de as a Plea for falle Prophets; but it 
zuld be a great Craelty to the true Ones; 


2 both [avocent and a Criminal. For the 
v of God concerning the Trial and Puniſb- 


22. The Prophet that ſnail preſume to 
wt aWord in my Name which have not command. 
im to ſpeak, even that Prophet ſhall die. And 
theu ſay in thine Heart, how ſhall we know 
Word which the Lord hath not ſpoken ? 


is the Thing, which the Lord hath not 
en; but the Prophet hath | ſpoken it pre- 
Ptuouſly , thou ſhalt not be afraid of Him. 
E Righteouſneſs of this Sentence of Death 
the Prophet who foretold any thing in 


— 


| Heb. 6. 18. 
vo ground- 


e (and indeed here only) Arbitrary Power 
Pfely lodged, even with Iaffnite Goodneſs and 
Inted ro be a true Caſe, it might indeed 


it might cauſe a tre Prophet to be juſtiy 
to Death, and render bim at the ſame 


t of Prophets was this, Deut. XVIII. 20, 


en a Prophet ſpeaketh in the Name of the 


d, if the thing follow not, nor come to paſs, 


bs Name that did tort come to pals, is 
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ij Remarks on the Modern Prophets. 
grounded on the Impoſſibility of his recen 
any falſe thing from GO D. And then 
they were commanded to execute him y 
out any Fear, in ſo plain a Caſe ; which c 
not be ſuppoſed to be ſuggeſted from G 
there might be any ſuch Cafe, as his ren 
ing to a Prophet any thing which he did mi 
tend tobring to paſs. r 
The Truthot God is 2 Fundamental Pf 
ple of all Religion. Natural Religion « 
braces it among its firſt Notions, and Herei 
Religion doth eſſentially lean upon this bo 
dation. I am therefore obliged to conf 
the whole Diſcourſe of our Author on 
Point. VOY 5 . 
From the Aſſertion of Arbitrary Predill 
he proceeds to fay, that we have ſeveral 
Frances of it in the Scriptures ; (h) and beg 
with that of the Propher Michatah, 2 C 
XVIII. 5, &c. Where we find King Af 
encompaſſed with four hundred falſe Fr 
who by God's juſt Permiſſion were {uſfera 
be deluded by a lying Spirit, to the Hefti 
of that Idolatrous Prince. But we find in the"! 
Chapter, that Jehoſbaphat the King of 9 
being preſent, ſuſpected the Truth of | 
Prophets, (who were without doubt V 
ſhippers of the Golden Calves , tho the) 
called Prophets of the Lord) and en! 
whether there was no other Fri 


a —— — — 
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(h) Pag. 84, 87. 


Remarks on the Modern Prophets, 15 
Lord Ca better and more true one) 
whom they might inquire? (Ver. 6.) To 
eb the King of 7/rael replies, that there wag 
to wit, Michatah, the Son of Imlah ; out that 
bated that Prophet, becauſe he always prophe- 
Evil concerning lim. And when this Pro- 
t of the Lord came, tho? at firſt he ſaid, Go 
und proſper ; as the other Prophets did, to 
bok (i) them: Yet it is plain that he pronoun- 
| thoſe Words fo ironicaly and farcaſtically, 
t 4bab himfelf perceived it to be bus ſpo- 


; and therefore requires him to ſpeak the 
F th plainly in the Name of the Lord, (Ver. 


Upon which Michaiub tells him ſeriouſly, 
| be had a Piſton from GOD, which repreſent= 
1 the Scattering of his Army apon the Moun- 
„ and an Order from God, that they ſhould 
burn to their Dwellings, (Ver. 16.) _ 
by this manifeſtly ſhews, that God did mot 
dee falle Prophets who uftered Lies, but 
ey were deladed by the Devil, the Fa- 


and are thetefore called 4hab's Prophets, 
. 21.) [will go out and be a lying Spirit 


was not of that Number, is plain; in that 


bt N ing Spirit had no Power to delude him; 


Contradicting them through a Viſion 


of Les: And that the Prophets were ill 


e Mouth of all his Prophets : And that Mi- 


God demonſtrated, This Inſtance then 


Li Elijah mocked che Propbers of Baal, (1 King. XVII. 
/ £104, for he ig a God, either he is talking, &c. | 


— 


doth 
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doth not prove God's arbitrary Predidting, | 
the contrary. 6 
Next to this, the Declaration of God, Fx 
XIV. 7. is cited by our Author to prove if 
Aſſertion; Which is this, Every one of {| 
Houſe of Hrael, or of the Stranger who ſojourn 
in Iſrael ho ſeparateth himfelf from Me, and ſett 
np his Idols in his Heart {ſo that hee in 
them, and reſolves not to part with then 
and putteth the ſtumbling Block of his Isiqa 
before his Face, (even adores them in a 2% 
Manner, and in Fad ) and cometh to a Priji 
to inquire of him concerning me, I the LO 
will anſwer him, I will ſet my Face azaiv(t ti 
and will make him a Sign and a: Proverb, 1 
if that Prophet (x n id he deceived, I the Lord 
deceived that rephet; for l will ſtretch out mytH 
upon him, (that fo inquires, faith our Auto 
and will deſtroy him from the Midſt of my Pe 
Now, in this Citation of the ſacred 7! 
by our Author, the principal Words are ( 
overſight perheps ) left out; namely, I. 
LOR © will anſwer that Man by MI SE. 
Not by Werds, which is the Way of an{w 
by Prophets; but by the Execution if | 
ments, which is the Procecding of a JU 
Non dlictis, ſed factis, ſay Pradas and Gr 
in their Explication of theſe Words: Ard 
ably to this, it follows in the Text; 4" # 
fet my Pace againſt that Man, and will 
him a Sign and a Proverb, and I will c 
off from the Miſt of my People, and 9e 
Know that I am the LORD, _ 


Remarks on the Modern Prophets. © 1 7 


And whereas it is ſaid (Ver. 9.) Aud if the N 
pbet be deceived when he hath ſpoken a thing, 1 
he LORD have deceived that Prophet. This | 
Iplainly ſpoken of wicked Prophets, with 
om theſe Idolaters adviſed, who are often 
eatned by God to be given up to the Deluſi- 
of the Devil. For the Prophet himſelf is threat- 
I alſo in the next Verſe, (Ver 10.) And they 
Ul bear the Puniſhment of their Iniguity: the 
iſbment of the Prophet ſhall be even as the 
bi ment of him that ſeeketh unto him : Which 
lies, that the Prophet was no leſs faulty 
his Queriſt, and therefore they were both 
n over to Deluſion, and were both invol- 
in the ſame Puniſhment, So that this doth 
prove, that a holy and true Prophet is 
deceived by God in what he foretels, or 
$ GOD deceiveth even any wicked Prophet, 
trwiſe than by deſerting him for his Sins, 
giving him up to deluding and lying Spi- 1 
which is called a chooſing their Delufi- " 
(la. LXVI. 4.) and is a righteous Deſer- 9 


EI 
oy s to the Inguiry which the Elders of that | 
fl IE People made of the true Prophet of 1 


in the Beginning of that “ Chapter; oi 
was no Deception in the Anſwer ; but 
are told plainly, that the Great GOD 
not be applied unto, to ſatisſie an apoſta- 
People in ſome Particulars, who, at other 


— — — __ 


Ert. NIV, I. 
B — 


18 Remarks on the Modern Prophets. 
times, paid their Homages to Idols: But 


of their Idols; either in outward Judgme 
Ckolt is that of the Prophet Eliſha, vu 


the Queſtion, was; Whether, in the ord 


with all deſirable Freedom and uten 


he would anſwer them according to the Mult 


or by giving them up to the Deluſon 
their falſe and idolatrous Prophets, which 1 
the ſoreſt Judgment of the two. And the 
fore he preſſes them in God's Name to rt 
and turn from their Idols, to prevent theſe 
thods of Deſtruction, (Ver 6.) So that 
whole of this Inſtance doth not any way 
vour thor which it is alledged to prove. 

The next Inftance is ſaid to be more 11a 


the Queſtion propoſed to him by Hara, 
prime Miniſter of Benhadad King of $ 
concerning his Maſter, Whether he woll 
cover of the Sickneſs that was then upon l 
Which in the „lain and common Meaning 


Courſe of Things, his Maſter would rect 
his Sickneſs ; or whether it would be the M 
of his Death > To which the Prophet 10 


tho we yeild to Sir Richard's rendriny 
SHALL, (tho' perhaps it might be i 
renderd WI L. L.) 2 King. VIII. x0. 6, 
unto him, Thou ſhalt (or wilt) ſurely iq 
howbeit the Lord hath ſhewed me, that he | 
(or will) ſarely die, Which plainly 1m 


thus much; He will ſurely recover of this 


(8) Page 85. 


bt at. ee. at. — lk net dhe 
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„ a danger from it : But there 3s 
e thing which he is not aware of, even a 
WF aint his Life by his Servant, which 
WW end his days. This was ſpoken openly 
Bat the ſame time to Harael; declaring at 
> the recoverableneſs of his Maſter from 
I diftemper he was under, in the natural 
re of things, as they then ſtood; and with- 
inting to the Traitor his hidden Deſign 
lurder his Maſter, which would take Ef- 
Which was the fulleſt and moſt undif- 
Account of all that concern'd his Ma- 
Life that could be given. Here is, ſaith 
Penleman, the Prophet deceiving, but not 
bed, I cannot in any wiſe conſent to 
nor do we find any Authentick Account 
Intention of preventing Benhadad from 
any thing to ſecure his Succeſſion by de- 
bim with Hope of Life, as our Author 
r. The Hypotheſis is horrible, and a = 
Cheat is in it (elf, and in all good Morals, 1 
radifftion in the Adjunt. = 
do the Words of the Prophet Fere- 3 
wour this Notion, as our Author“ con- 19 
Jerem. IV. 10. Lord, thou haft greatly 15 
d this People and Jeruſalem, ſaying, Te IM 
ave Peace, whereas the Sword reacheth 1 
e Sout, For Jeremiah, the true Prophet | 
, declared to them all along, that there 4 
Peace to be expected; but War, Ca- | 
and Captivity; which was the Burden 
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20 Remarks on the modern Prophet, 
of his whole Prophecy. But there were fe 
Prophets who oppoſed and grieved Jerem 
by their Prophecies of 7 attory and Projperi 
and it could no otkerwite be ſaid of G0 
that he decerved them, but by his juſt gi 
them up to believe theſe Lies, which they 
fected, thro? the Corruption of f their Hearts 1 
the Delufrons of the Devil. 

As to the Prophet Jeremzal's ſay ing, ( 
XX. 7.) Iban Haſt deceived me, and I wa 
cei ved: The Context (7) ſhews that he 1 
at that time under great Suſferings from 
ſbur the chief Go verncur in the {euſe if 
Lord; wio [mote kin and put him into the Su 
for his Prophecying againſt Jeruſalem and 
Inhabitants thereof: and he ſeems to have 
mi ſed to himſelf a ſpeedier Redreſs of hi 

preaches and Sufferings than he found; 
God no ctherwiſe deceived him than by U 
diſcovering the exact Time of his Deliver 
or not fally opening to him ſome Promiſe a 
concerning his Security. Both Meuochiu 
Iſtius are of this Opinion; ; and the very 
Words ſeem to confirm it, which are the 
am in deriſion daily, ever One mecket! 
for ſince I (pate, 1 cried cat, I cried Fil 
and Speal ; K the Word of the LV 
was made a Reproach unto me, and a deri fas. 
And whereas cur Author cites thofe 
of the Apoſtle, (2 Thef, ir. 10.) Brea 


— — — — 
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ived not the Love of the Truth, that they 
bt be ſaved; for this Cauſe GO D ſtall ſend 
m fron Deluſiont that they ſhould believe a 
This is manifeſtly to be underſtood, as 
a & Expreſſions in Scripture which (peak of 
js m)cloſing the Eyes of Men which themſelves 
before cloſed, and hardening the Fearts of 
n which they had before harden + Which 
drcſlions or themlelves; for if Men had 
bed, blinded and hardened themſelves; how 


Wards, otherwiſe than by withdrawing his 
Jed Spirit from them, and ſo leaving them 
heir own def red Wickedue 's and Perverſe- 


| 


| muſt for ever be diſcarded. 


 Wco#/equences in it, each of which have done 
er deal of Miſchief in the World. pn, 

Il maketh our infinitely good G OD to 
4 be Author of Evil: The Author of a Lie, 


1 GOD hateth, (n) even ſo as to exclude 
Foy one that waksth a Lie or loveth it, 

I his New Jeruſalem: which ought to be 
"uy particularly by thoſe Perions who 
Pat they are the Heralds of that lor ious 


— — 
* 


Iſa. 6, 10, Ads 28. 25, 27. (n) Prov. 12. 22. 


by 21 - 8, 


Fi be ſaid, that God did ought of this to them 


ke Suppoſition therefore of GOD's Arbitra- 
retelling Things which he intends not to ful- 
It has three 


B 3 II. It 
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cannot be. Men may not mean what th 


governed by ſome Supernatural Power int 


ſequence plainly is, that their own 4800 


IT. It ſuppoſeth that the ſecret Will of G 
may be contrary to his revealed Will, whi 


ſay, but GOD always doth. His Name i;(j 
Zech. 14.9. He is Unity it ſelf, and cannot! 
double-minded, ES . 
III. This tendeth to take off that love 
and glorious Idea of God in the Minds of M 
which is the true Principle of a free and ay 
table Obedience to Him : So that it has at 
dency to undermine the very Foundation 
prattical Religion from the beſt and moſt 
vangelical Principle, which is, the Lo: 
GOD. VV 
But as I conceive that this learned Gentlen 
did nor confider rhefe unchriſtian Conſequeꝶ 
of his Notion ; ſo I cannot queſtion but he 
very heartily diſcard it upon further Conia 
"EEE . 
The Sum of what has been ſaid on theſet 
Points is, that it ſeemeth to be an unceri 
conſequence from what theſe Prophets andi 
Defenders have publickly affirmed, that 
are agitated and influenced by evil Spirits, 
to a kind of Poſſeſſan by them at ſome Seal 
For ſince they do affirm, that they arc wi 


Extaſies & Agitations : And ſince it is proved 
theſe Extaſies are not from God, by tie fal 
of thoſe Signs which were appointed in the 
decide the Diſpute about their 0ri7;va/: tie 


— ? — Ä 


Remarks on the Modern Prophets. 2 7 
lare them to be under Satanical Deluſion : fo 

t | do but lay the concluſion of their own 

miſſes before them, with a hearty deſire that 

y would conſider them to their preſent and 
ure Advantage. 1 | 

Aud whereas there might be a Covert or Sub- 

ige made for ſuch falſe Prophets ;by a pre- 

Ice that God ſometimes puts falſe Reports in- 

the Mouths of his Prophets, ws muſt abhor 

h 2 Thought; it cannot be ſuppoſed, for it 

d never be. 3 
t this cannot be underſtood to conclude, 
& God never will give extraordinary Gifts of 


heſe Extaſies of the modern Prophets be 
nted to be from the Deceiver, it ſees to be 
Artifice of his, to introduce and nurſe up 
udices againſt the real Ef::frous of God's 
Spirit, when they ſhall be granted. As, 
before the Coming of our bleſſed Saviour, 
je were many falſe C hriſts, by whom ihe 
e Deluder thought to amuſe thoſe who 
ed for Salvation in Iſrael : So it may be here. 


ol Darkneſs : Becauſe we do not know that 
were diſproved by any deci/rve Sigus; and 
[ir Caſe was extraordinary, ſo the Matters 


here: Nor is it our preſent Buſineſs to de- 
ne ought concerning them. | 


[pirit to any in the Chriſtian Charch. For 


or doth what has been ſaid, prove that all 
marvelous things reported to be done in ſe- 
parts of France of late, were from the Spi- 


at are not ſo clearly known to us, as thoſe 
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24 Remarks on the Modern Prophets, 
Nor doth this caſt any Cenſure on the Dey 
tions of the Children in Sileſia ; concerny 
whom we hope the beſt, even "that ! it 
pleaſe the Fountain of Goodneſs to revii 
Spirit of Devorion and true Piety by theſe C 
dren, ordaining Strength to his Church outt 
the Mouths of Babes and Suctliugs. We ni 
thanktully receive all Spiritual Benefits by Wvo 
Ways that ſeem good to the Sovereign Diſt 
fer of them. Bur if theſe little Szle/rans app 
to fay, or do, any thing unworthy of the 
GOD, or contrary to his holy Goſpel ; we I 
diſclaim them, as not of God, or departing irſer 
Him. I now paſs on to the third Inquiry, 
I. %%. Whether part of theſe et 
Declarations may reaſonably be ſuppotcd 
be from God, and part from ſome other Cen 
As to this; all the ſober Reaſon of Mane 
muſt conclude, That it is inconſiſtent withiſe 
Honour of Almighty God, and with the Me 
of Men in matters of their Salvation ; that IM 
Li ps of te fame Perſor, under the ame d 
and Ag/tatioss, ſhould ſometimes be directed 
the grear GOD, and at other times by the p72” 
my of God and en. It would undemiabhy! mb 
Men under a Neceſſity either of diſole 
God when he trüly fpcaks ; or of reveren 
the Devil as God, hen he ulurps an 4 
Name ; which, tho the moſt intolerable 
in the World, could not in this Caſe He 
ed. But this can never be; for no 8 
have hien, Communion wich Ged ard 
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ils: Aud C brift hath no Communion with Be- 


—— —ä ö. 


ere is indeed a Mixture of Good and Bad; 
good Counſel hath ſometimes been given in 
tle Agitations, and falſe things have been at 
er times affirmed, And it is not unuſual for 
Devil to make a Shew of Good, thereby 
work Evil. This may ſerve as an Anſwer 
2 Queſtion uſually asked, viz. Vom it can 
conſiſtent with the Devil's Intereſt, to per- 
ue Men to live piouſly, and to put pood Pray- 
into their Mouths > Whether this be not to 
ermine his own Ming dom, and to caſt out him 
? It may be replied; that without ſuch 
tenſions the Devil could not appear like an 
gel of Light, as the Scripture () tells us, 
ſometimes doth; and the Inſtances of it are 
eniable and innumerable. (*) And if by 
k Artifices he can procure himſelf to be 
red, and make his Bleſlings received as the 
ſms of GOD, and his Words received as 
Voice of God from Mount Siuai, and here- 
bring Contempt and Scorn on all revealed 
n; and in fine, if by any diſparaging 
mblance of the Beginning of that flouriſh- 
State of the Goſpel, ( promiſed Rev. XX. 
he can bring ſuch a Prejudice on Mens 
0s, concerning it, that many ſha! utterly 
| off the Hepe of that moſ! gracious Pro 


be Co XI 4. U Soc Biſtro SED ces Fangticiſin 
iche Non mul and Samuel 


wiſe ; 
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miſe; and can bring them to /coff and mi 
the very Mention of it, and to be hardey 
_ againſt it when it ſhall indeed appear: Th 
are things very ſerviceable to the Xingdin 
8 and Satan will by this be very 

from caſting out Satan. 8 
| have particular Acquaintance with 26 
tlewoman now in this City, who had, in fon 
Part of her Life, frequent Appearances d 
Spirit to her in a glorious tranſparent Brjj 
cſs, and with a pleaſing rather than afirgj 
ing Countenauce. And that we may have 
Room to impute this to the Speculation 
Fancy, the Spirit guided her Hand to wi 
many things in Greet, Hebrew, and Du 
and all theſe very correctly, tho' ſhe kney 
thing of them. His ufual Diſcourſe with | 
favoured of Piet), and as ſhe was once drell 
her {elf at the Glaſs, he gave her a Cauti 
_ againſt Pride. This continued ſeveral Moni 
and when ſome learned Men deſired to {eh 
write, under the Guidance of this Spirit, 
bid her appoint them to come at an Hout 
named, and they ſhould ſee the hing, tho 
the Agent; which was done accordingly. 
the End was, that this Gentlewoman, who \ 
virtuouſly educated and of pious Diſpoſitid 
found her {elf nothing ediſied hereby; but 
niteſtly puſjed up, ready to contemn her! 
rents, and to deipiſe Advice from any one. N 
on which ſhe betook ker ſelf more ſcricuſſ 
Frayer, and to the plain Paths of Cu 
u 
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ty; and was in a ſhort time freed from the 
gerous Familiarity with unknown Spirits, 
e have ſundry other Inſtances, both in ſa- 
and common Hiſtory, in which the Devil 
don the Mantle of the Prophet, as his moſt 
ly way to deceive: Which ought to make 
watchful and wary to the utmoſt Degree we 
capable of; and to be very careful that we 
on the whole Armour of GOD, that we may 
able to tand, to combate and to conquer; 
ſtrong in the LORD and the Power of his 
e, and ſucceſsful thro! the Succours of the 
drain of our Salvation. The Goſpel of our 
d Jeſus Chriſt is a ſure Word of Prophecy, 
| he that doth tis Mill of the Lord endu- 
for ever, ES 5 „ 
his leads us to the Fourth Inquiry. _ 
IV. Queſt. Whether there be any Ground 
the Holy Scriptures for us to expect another 
el and another Miniſtry, different from what 
naw enjoy, before the End of the World? 
This is ſuggeſted by Sir Richard Bulkeley, 
o ſpeaks [) ef the everlaſting Goſpel men- 
ned by St. Fehr, as a Goſpel of another kind 
n that we now have; and is very poſitive, 
t the Angels will be the Preachers and Mi- 
ers of it. 5 4 5 
Now as to this; if this learned Gentleman 
y means, that a more powerful and general 
uence of the Holy Spirit, in the Adminiſtra- 


j 4nſ. to ſeveral Treatiſes, 5. 29» 3% 
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tion of the preſent Goſpel-Ordinances, is ty 


expected in that Millennium of Chriſt wii 
he hath promiſed by his beloved Apoſtle | 
John, (Rev. XX. 4.) And that by ſuch ap 


rious and moſt defirable Effuſion of Spi 


Gifts and Graces we ſhall come to know m 
things that are written in the Holy Goſpel b 
ter than we now do. In all this, I perf 


agree with him. I hope and I pray for { 


a glorious Day of divine Grace to this 


and degenerate World, and I do not tlic 
vey farot--- | 


But where ſuch things are ſuggeſted to f 
ple relating to this merciful Diſpenſation 


raiſe up even the ſenſual Appetites of Men! 
expect a ſort of earthly Paradice : And wh 


they allo tend to bring People to diſeſteem 
eftabliſhed Ordinances of God, and rhe pte 


Miniſtry of the Goſpel, as empty, dry, and 
caying things; which ſhall be aboliſhed in 


little time, to give way to the Miniſtry 
Angels, and Iuch like Notions of things abe 
the Sphere of humane Capacity: Ticle | 


ſober Sentiments do oftentimes ſo intoxic! 


and unhinge weak and fanciful Minds, 8 
puff up lotty Spirits, that they diſguſt theo! 


wary Feed, and nothing will pleaſe them 
the Bread of Angels. Hence many lock tit 
ſelves up in their Chambers on the L. 
Day, as not thinking any Diſpenſations or l 
_ penſers of the Goſpelpure and high enough! 


them. q 


4 iQ 


dern on the Males Probeti ig 


heſe Notions have already produced very 
gerous Effects in this and other Nations; 
incline unſettled minds to fall in with mew 
ie if os 
bis Pretence . occaſioned great Diviſions 
Troubles both in Exzland, France, and 
xr parts of Chriſtendom, A. D. 1257. 
gen ſeveral Monks, heaped together man 

Inge Doctrines, in which the AZbot Ja-. 
V had gone before them; and called their 
Item of Errors, the cverlaſting Goſpel. 
lth, Paris pag. 939.) e 85 

Put to this Suppoſition as taken by our 

thor for the Declaration of the exalted State 
Chriſt, it may be replied ; that the Goſpel 
ich we now have is the Holy Goſpel of 
5 Kingdom in Jeſus Chriſt his Son, for fo it 
laid, (Mark. I. 14.) Now after that Jaun 
| Put in Priſon, Jeſus came into Galilee, 
ucking the Goſpel of the Kingdom of God, If 
Goſpel then principally relates to Chriſts 
dedom, it doth comprehend Chriſts exalted 
te, and bring us to own God's Ringcom 
bis Son Jeſus Chriſt, as an Everlaſting 
dom. This Holy Goſpel doth moreover 
tain the Rules of Eternal Holineſs, which 
not be aboli/hed but perfetted in Heaven, 
| therefore may be called the Everloſting 
pz, The Holineſs of the Goſpel is not as the 
bib ſanctity according to the Law of Moſes, 
ct was but Z7ypical; for we have now in 
bleſſed Goſpel of our Lord, the Sub/tarce 
inftead 
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inſtead of the Levitical Shadows, and the $1, it 
inſtead of the Fleſh, '*' f 
The Everlaſting Goſpel then which My 4 
Angel Preaches, ( Rev. XIV. 7.) is prob 0 
the powerful publiſhing or preaching «6s 
Goſpel, which we now have, throughout Hen 
World; when the Papal, Pagan and Malm ed 
tan Powers ſhall be broken, which have H 
oppoſed and oppreſſed it. This agrees wii") 
the whole Context before and after ti ici 
Words. In the Chapter before it we He 
of the ſubduing of the Beaſt with de 
Heads and Ten Horus; which being dechi Pte 
to be a Great City ſtanding on Seven Hi ed 
the more ingenious of the Romaniſts then V 
ſelves do acknowledge it ro be Rome; / 
any doubt this, the further Deſcription WM /: 
Her, as making War againſt the Saints, I 4 
being drurk with their Blood, may ſerre . 
give them full Satisfaction, that it can be un 
other. When it ſhall therefore pleaſe GoM's! | 
to free his Church from that Old and Blut in 


Enemy of the Goſpel ; and when the 7 
and Turks come to embrace the Chriſtian Re 
gion, Whoſe Converſion hath been gren 
| hindered by che Romiſh Idolatry- By wid 

Converſion the Pagan Powers may be await 
ed to ſee the Salvation of Jeſus Chriſt ; the 
will the Holy Goſpel have free courſe throug! 
out the World and be glorified. And whit 
as an Angel is ſaid to preach it, we cal 
more infer from this, that it ſhall bs an 


0 
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in Nature, than that it ſhall be but one, 
ſo the literal fenſe would determine it.“ 
Angel ſignifies a Meſſenger, and Miniſters 
| fo called from their Office, f as Meſſengers 
Gd: In which ſenſe, the Divine Admo- 
ons to the Seven Churches of Aſia, are di- 
led by God to the Angel of each Particu- 
church: * And tho' there were probably 
ny Miniſters in each Church, the Direction 
ticularly Points at the Biſhop of every 
rch, which was but one. | 
The conſequent Context likewiſe ſnews that 
Preaching of this Everlaſting Goſpel was to be 
nediately after the Fall of Babylon.For the very _ 

Verſe to it runs thus + 4nd there fol- 
d awther Angel, ſaying, Babylon is fala, is 
that Great City, becauſe ſhe made all Na- 
s drink of the wrath of Fer Fornication, 
v. XIV. 8.) I ſuppoſe, Sir R. B. doth 
underſtand the Angel in this Verſe in a 
fal ſenſe, as tho an Angel were to fly a- 
t in the Nations of the World with the 
of Babylons overthrow, great News 
very ſwiftly without the conveyance of 
Heavenly Meſſengers; and why then 
he underſtand the word Angel in a li- 
ſenſe in the Words next before it? eſpe- 
y ſince it is ſaid here; Aud there followed 
ber Angel; ſaying, Babylon zs faln, is faln, 
which doth imply, another Angel of 


8 rr 


ua, 2. 3, * Rew II. I. 8, dec 


the 
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he ſame kind; another Meſſenger from Gy 
The Viſion, in both inſtances, may be f 
poſed to be repreſented by Angels, to den 
the certain Pleaſure of God in this matter, y 
to denote the expreſs manner of it. Let 
however conſider . Sir Richard's Argum 
for this Everlaſting Goſpe! which he deſerh 
and the Angelical Miniſtry of it. 

_ Firſt, He faith, he will prove it from 
Nature (t) of the thing. lt is, faith | 
_ *Everyatoy dior, the Goſpel that is to lift | 
ever, But it may be replied ; fo will thel 
lineſs, and the Subſtance of the Goſpel oft 
Evangeliſts and Apoſtles; which is fumn 
up. in our Loving GOD above all, ando 
Brethren in Subordination to him ; which 
the Charity that ſhall never fail; tho 
phecies and Tongues ſhall ceaſe, 1 0 
XIII. 3. 8 . 
Our Author argues further, That ow | 
ſent Gofpel only Treats of Chriſt in his & 
of Humiliation and of Mediator : But tit 
verlaſting Goſpel (he fays ) will revea | 
Nature of the Reſtitution of all Thing, 
which the Creatures ſhall be delivered fro 
Bondage of Corruption, + and all things reſi 
as at the Beginninz ;when every one that helien 
received the Floly Ghoſt ; when Man ſhall le 
tired to the Perſections of his Body and N 
in Knowledze, Purity, and Holineſs, &C 


— — 


(7) Anſ, to ſexeral Treat iſes, N 29. + page 29. 3% 


ich it may be replied, as hinted before, That 
exalted State of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is al- 
dy revealed in the Goſpel which God hath 


many Places might be cited which repre- 
his Glory therein , as far as the Wiſdom 
od aw it good for us, and ſuitable to our 
Went Capacity; but Sir Richard hath ſpared 
The Trouble of collecting thoſe Paſſages of 
Holy Scriptures; for upon better Thoughts, 
he End of the Paragraph he faith, We ſha 
conſider him in his State of Fxaltation, as 
FY LI ſet forth in almoſt a T H O T. 
IND Places of SCRIPTURE. Now 
is exalted Stare of our bleſſed Redeemer be 


£7þture ; I do not\fee how it can with Rea- 
Ibe alledged, that the preſent Goſpel only 
ts of Chriſt in his State of Humiliation and 
iation + Which laſt Word Mediation, is allo 
rt of Chriſt's exalted State, Þ and therefore 


ether Proof of this Point: For he ſitteth at 
„bt Hand to make Interceſſion for us. 


a5 to that glorious Reſtizutzon of all things 


j, 
hich Man ſhall be made perfect in Soul 


1 


body in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, and in 
le! Enjoyment of God and all Happineſs ; 
ee the whole Scheme of the modern Pro- 
cs points at, and their Advocates deſ- 


cc. Non; affirming that it will be on Earth; 


—— 


3% 1 V. 31. Heb. VII. 25. K Col. 3 I, 
v SG we 
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erey already put into our Hands: And of 


udy fully ſet forth 65 almoſt a Thouſand Places 
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we reply, That we heartily. wiſh they w 
upon good Ground in what they affirm. t 
ſuch a State of Hcaven to be obtained! 
us here, and were there a Probability d 
Beginning within a tew Months; we are! 
ſuch Enemies to perfect Happineſs as to opp 
this, but would pray earneſtly for it Ny 
and Day. But the extreme Danger is, th 
ſuch groundleſs Notions often take People 
from the manifeſt Daties of the Goſpel, and 
make them loſc the eternal Flappineſs al 


T 


by the Conceit of an zmaginary Paradice| 0 
low. Such a State as is before deſcribed bo 
come on the Earth would be Heaven it W.; 
and therefore cannot be expected in this by " 


for Fleſh and Blood cannot inherit the Kind 
f God, nor doth Corruption inherit Incorrit 
ft And after all rhe Diſpute that has be 
made about that 'Amwgrdmo!s or Reſporat 
which our moſt gracious Redeemer came 


effect for us, it cannot in Reaſon groundedy..- 
Scripture, be ſuppoled to be perfedted ly 
Earth, nor to commence beſore the genera Mer, 
ſurrection, John V. 28, 29. The Hour is co ry 
in the which all that are in the Graves ip 
hear his Voice, and ſhall come forth ; they ih 
have done Good, to the Reſurredt ion of Lift; 


they that have done Evil, to the Reſurreili 
Damnation, 


—_— 


FI cer. XV, 50, 
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r moſt gracious Redeemer, who came from 
nes that we might have Life; that is, a per- 
tly holy and happy Life for ever. (John 


rection, for then this Corruptible ſhall put on 
oruption, ( 1 Cor. XV. 54. FR 

Und whereas it is urged, that the whole 
ation groaneth and travaileth in pain, wait- 
for the glorious Liberty of the Children of 


but metaphorical, ſo the Expectation of a 
et Paradice on Earth ſeems to be but ma- 
1 

ome of the moſt ancient and moſt learned 
ters in the Chriſtian Church, (+) ſhew us 
Offence that was given to pure Minds by 
groſs Notions of ſome in thoſe times con- 
Ing great bodily Pleaſures that were to be 
yed in the promiſed Millennium. Origen 
y tells them, that the Heathens had better 
ons of the Happineſs of Man; and we may 
that it ſeems too agreeable to the ſenſual 


contrary to the holy Deſgn of rhe Goſpel, 
h tendeth always to depreſs the carnal 
es of Man, and to raiſe the Spiritual, 
If Richard Bulkeley's other Argument to 


dee Origen Proſegomena to the Book of Canticles. 
i Cz + -. preached, 


This is the perfect Reſtoration of Man by 


K. 31.) But this cannot be before the Re- 


(Rom. VIII. 22.) We muſt conſider, that 
heſe Groans of the inanimate Creation can 


iption of the Mahometan Paradice, and 


© that the everlaſting Goſpel is not yet 


—ů— —. 
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preached, is from the Contents of it, Rev, X 


7. Fear God and give Glory to Him, far | 0 
lcur of his Judgment is come. So that if; 
that, faith he, be at the Door, the everii x, 
Goſpel. is not to be preached or revealed. Me 
Reply to this is, that the Judgment that is iH ee 
ſaid to be come, is the Judgment of il _/ 
Babylon, who was an inveterate Enemy of 8 > 
Goſpel : And therefore all that ſaw or hee 
of the righteous Judgment of God, in tle e., 
ſtruction of that Seat of Idolatry and cf, 
might well be called upon to fear give. 
to Him. But Fear cannot be the principal A t. 
on ol Chriſtians for ever, for it tendeth to Bodi Es 
Sir Richard goes on; )) And let at 
wiſlters of any ſort think, that even then tie. 
be Fleralds of the everlaſting Goſpel. M. po 
they were never ſo induſtrious they could ue | 
preach it to every Nation, and Kindred, ard | 
ple in ſo ſhort a time as is allowed for that 1 
No, ( proceeds he) God's Meſſengers are Sf 
and they can ride on the Wings of the W ind; 1 y 1 
can as well convert, as ſlay by Thoulands. Wh 4 
own holy Spirit eſpecially, the Former of $ Go 
a. new, that once converted five Thouſand 1 
Sermon, can again do the ſame, when he ſha "ave 
Halli thoſe whom he will ſend on this Wn hi; 
Thus far our Author; and for Reply, st. 
need only to bring the /aſ# Part of ul 
Words to anfwer the former. For wir Wei, 
ſuit, that Men caunot convert fo man) nu 
r = 
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therefore Angels muſt be ſent to do it: Yet 
ſee at laſt he ſays, The holy Spirit of God 

&cially ; who once converted five Thouſand at 

i Sermon, can again do the ſame. So then, as 
ſe Five Thouſand that he mentions, were 

werted by the Preaching of Men, even by 

Apoſtles of our Lord, accompanied with 

Power of the Holy Ghoſt; ſo may it be 

je again, and many more, when God fo 

les. With this concomitant Power Mer 

, without it Angels cannot, convert by I hou- 

fs, But wity does our Author ſay of An- 

, thoſe Spirits can convert, God's Holy Spi- 

ESPECIALLT > Which ſeems to aſcribe 

Va Speciality of the ſame Att to the Holy 

fit. Whereas a Spiritual Creation is above 

Power of Angels ; and Angels could never 

e been our Saviours; for we are created in 

ſt Jeſus to good Works, (Eph. II. 10.) If 

was implied in thoſe Words, The Former 
ws anew, the Word eſpecially was not pro- 

y inſerted. But to conclude this Point. 

Angel from Heaven ſhall preach to us ao- 

Goſpel than that which the Apeſtles have left 

5 our Author ſeems to tell us they will, 

ave a double Injunction from St. Paul, to re- 

bim with an Anathema, Gal. I. 8, 9. 

Is to the Miniſtry of Man, let not any one 

„ that we, the Miniſters of Chriſt, exalt 

ves, when we affirm it to be perperual. 

muſt acknowledge from our Hearts our In- 
ny for theſe great things, We are at 
C3 beſt 
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beſt but Inſtruments in God's Hand, very ma 
and unworthy ones indeed. His holy War 
in our Mouths is but as rich Treaſure in ear 
en Veſſels; and herein does it appear, th 
the Excellewey of the Power manifeſted int 
Converſion of Sinners, is wholly to be aſcri 
to GOD. And by this inſtituted Miniſtry 
hath, and doth pleaſe God to ſave then th 
believe: And he hath declared it to laſt tot 
End of the World, 

The Miniſtration of the Lord's Supper is 
continue till Chriſt comes to Judgment. 10 
XI. 26. As oft as ye eat this Bread, and dr 
this Cap, ye do ſhew the Lord's Death till be cn 

This Repreſentation of his crarified Body i 
remain to enliven our Faith, till we ſhall (ee! 
glorified Body with our Eyes. His Mini 
are required to preach the Goſpel, and to bi 
always to the End of the World, and have 
Promiſe of Chriſt's gracious Preſence with tht 
in this their Work to the /aft Day that t 
World ſball laſt: As we read, Matth. XXV 
20. Go ye therefore, and teach all Nation, 
prizing them in the Name of the Father, ail 
the Son, and of the Fioly Ghoſt : Teaching | 
to ob ſerve ail things whatſoever 1 commander) 
aid 617 bon with you always to the Fad if 

Ward. | 

Here Sir R. B. interprets the End of 

World TAE Ty ror: * 48 igpity ing 0 


— r — 
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ul of a Term of Time, or Age, which he 
poſes to be now expiring : And then that 
rm of time (or M which ſucceeds it 
Hel be a high Day indeed, faith he, ub leſs 

m the great and notable Day ef the Lord. 
t that there will not be any Day before 
it's Coming to the laſt Judgment, in 
bich Chriſt will not be with his Go/pel-Mi- 
fers, in the due Diſcharge of their Oe, is 
me unqueſtionable from that moſt gracious 
f full Promiſe of our b/-fed LORD to them 
their Inſtitution, which I juſt now recited. 
vill be with you always, ad Tag inuipes ; all 
Days, or Whilſt the Diſtinction of Day and 
_—_ 5 
And as to that A, or Age, which Sir Rich- 
lays is now expiring: The holy Scripture 
ches us, that there is no A, or Age to be 
pected in this World, in which the holy 60. 
or its Miniſtry, ſhall be ſuperſeded and ren- 
ed exauctorate; in that this Age or Term of 
> Golpel is called the Term and End of all 
es, (Heb. 19. 26.) But now once, in the end 
the World, hath he appeared to put away Sin 
the Sacrifice of himſelf. Chriſt hath appear- 

that is, hath appeared in the Fleſp, or was 
arvate ; in the end of the World, im curl 
Ar, (lo it is in the Original) that is, in 
conſummat ion of the Ages (or Atest) of the 
rd: in that Term of Time which is to ſhut 


es 
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up all Ages ;, and is by its cloſe to b 
Ates Tor At, that is, Eternity. Now ſo the 
ly, this ſufficiently ſhews us, that our Lu nt 
and Saviour appeared in the Fleſh in the laſt 4088 - 
(or A)) of the World; and that he pot 
be with his faithful Miniſters as long as 
World laſts: And accordingly the State of thing; 
Goſpel is by the Apoſtles frequently called th 
laſt Days: And St. Fohn, who had the ful 
Revelation of the future State of the Wa 
made to him, faith (1 John II. 18.) Lita 
| Children, we know that this is the laſt tim 
gdm wer, the laſt Hour or Term of the Woll 
And there is great Reaſon why the 6% 
Miniſtry ſhould continue to the End of all W*t! 
ges of Men, becauſe the Goſpel of Reconci/itin) © 
is committed to theſe Miniſters, (2 Cor. V. 1 « 
20.) they are in Chriſt's ſtead to beſeech Ment 
be reconciled to God: * And in Conſeque 
their Ofice muſt remain till Chriſt will e 
longer act as a Reconciler of Men to God, ant 
till God will no more be reconciled to Men 
that is, till Chriſt comes to the laſt Judgmen 
and then indeed Miniſters have done tit 
Mort. and their Ofice will be diſſolved. For tit 
he that is unjuſt will be unjuſt tl, and he thatl 
„ Blk. 
St. Faul ipeaks of the Goſpel-Diſpenſation | 
that which could not be ſhaken or removed 
the Jewiſh Diſpenſation was, and ſhews tis 


— 


(*) Heb. Ie 2. Jam, 5. 3. 2 Pet. 3.3. k Ver. 20. 
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Overthrow of the Jew/h Oeconomy was to 
the laſt, ZZeb. XII. 27. Aud this Word, yet 
more, fignifieth the removing of thoſe things 
are ſhaken, as of things that are made (of a 
porary Make) that thoſe things which cannot 
then may remain. Wherefore we receiving 
lindom which cannot be moved, (that is the 
gam of God in the Goſpel, according to 
Words of Chriſt himſelf, | The Kingdom of 
ij at hand ) let us bave Grace to ſerve Ged 
SC 8 

othing that is here ſaid dotlt in any wiſe 
y, but that Almighty GOD may pleaſe to 
kthe Regeneration of Men by the immediate 
ration of his Holy Spirit, without the Mi- 
hof Man. It is what he is ſometimes, plea- 
o do now ; awakening the Soul by Sick- 
Croſſes, loſs of Friends, and ſometimes by 
Abts and Impreſſions which arc purely on- 
to the genuine Influences of his Grace. But 
doth not vacat or null the Diſpenſation of 
iniſiry; and even in the uncommon In- 
cs of Man's Converſion, the Word of God 
«© regenerating Seed: being born again by 
Vord of God, which liveth and abideth for 
, I Pet. 1.25. And this is the Goſpel which 
peach, Ver. 25, „ 4 

or is this deſigned to be any Plea for un- 
ul and ungodly Paſtors, who feed themſelves 
wt the Flock ; their Sins are much worſe 


— 
* 


ark le 15, 1 
than 
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than others on the account of their i 
Vows, and their ſacred Office and Deſ gam 
and their Funiſhment will certainly be ren 
But tho they may be perſonally extermingy 
yet their Office ir coeval to the World. I 
untler Shepherds are to feed the Flock of c 
till rhe chief Shepherd appears: and then! 
Faithful Shepherd ſhall receive a Crown of G 
1 Pet. v. 4. n Mu, 
Thbeſe were the conſtant Sentiqents of 
Learned among the Jews, as the reverend! 
Hammond obſerves, and it was a common Ie 
dition among them, that the manifeſtation He 
the Meſſiah was the lat Age of the World. 
Tr is alſo obſervable, that in the Goſpel be 
_ cording to St. Matthew, who wrote his Gol"! 
at Feruſalem with a_principal Aim, faith \P® 
Du Pin, * at the Benefit of the Jews his ci; 
try Men., and therefore wrote in Hebrew | 
rather Sy iac,) according to Six of then 
eminent of the Fathers: In this Goſpel, Il 
of St. Matthew, the very ſame Words whiciqgf”* 
Tranſlation renders, the end of the World, WW ” 
term of Time to which the Goſpel-Miniin 
to laſt, (Matth, 28. 20. tos avninelas N dt 
is uſed no leis than three times by him to 19”: 
ty the ſame thing, to wit, the end of the H 
Matth. 13. 39. The Harveſt is the end <f 
Morld, Ver. 40.) As therefore the Tares 
gathered and turnt in the Fire, ſo (fall it I 


lem: 


— 


* See Mr. Du Pin's Preliminary Diſſertation, P. 43 
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end of the World, (Ver. 49.) So ſhall it be 
bhe end of the World, the Angels ſhall come 
, and ſever the wicked from the juſt, Now 
& this is generally underſtood, and ſeems 
ly meant, of the /af? Judgment, and the 
of this vi{ble State of Things; yet Sir 

B, would bring all this ro denore and fore- 
| the Judgments which the modern Prophets 
are now coming on the Earth within the 
lceof a few Months, to ſweep away all wicked 
pple from off the Face of the Earth: after 
ch, only the Faithful ſhall remain, they ſay, 
enjoy the Earth, reſtored to its Paradiczal 
rſetion: and after a long Enjoyment of this, 
be received to the Glory above. ran 
But this, I fear, is the gloſs of the Deceiver 
on the Text. For St. John, to whom the Re- 
lation of this happy Millennium was made, 
cribes it otherwiſe ; expreſly declaring, that 


4 en the Thouſand Tears are expired, Satan {hall 
ed out of his Priſon; and ſhall go out to 
nee the Nations which are in the four Quar- 

f the Earth, Gog and Magog, and to ga- 
em, together to Battle; the Number of 
%s 25 the Sand of the Sea, Rev. 20. 7, 8. 
ea vaſt Appearance of wicked Men again, 
the Millennium; which ſhews, that they 
of Wc uo! perfectly rooted out, but ſuppreſs d, 
bat Zerm of Time. For, if the truly 
+ 14 diul only remained, whence could the De- 


o toon rally yp tuci a v Army of harden- 
U bltinates, whÞ durit even defy and fight the 
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44 Remarks onthe Modern Prophets] 
Church of God, and the Governor thereof ly 
can we imagine that no Miniſters of Chrif yi 
remain to endeavour to pull any of them 
Firebrandls out of the Fire? This ſuits not th 


gracious Dealings and abounding Goodneſs 
GOD z#yu{nite in Mercy, and realy 10 bi 


the preſent Adulterous Generation, ſeem to! 
fare; and as the Word of God threatens, (01 
pending Judgments ; except a very ſpeedy 
7 Almighty grant. This leads us to the la! 
r . 


Powers of Darkneſs, What Good may be leit 
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the Exiſtence of invifible Beings, and of tit 


are ſuch Beings as Spirits, and ſuch 7% 
fapernatural Impulſe and Agency ; that hate! 


if ſo vaſt a Number of wicked People remir 


give. | | tes | i 

But let not this be perverted by any /i 
Tranſgreſſor, ſo as to make him ſecure in 
Sins. The heinous and crying Impictics 


advanced very near to the futneſs of their A 
fober Chriſtians cannot but fear, very ſore i 
general Reformation prevents it;, which 6 

V. Qu. If theſe Agitations and /upernitu 
Motions and Effects be ſuppoſed to be from 


from the Cafe? To which we reply; 
I. We have here then a Demonſtratio! 


Agency upon the Bodies and Spirits of Ma 
in oppoſicion to Atheiſm and Sadduci/m, wii 
are the moſt pernicious Miſperſu aſions thate 
befal the Sons of Men. 1 

Who can reaſonably queſtion whether th 


Thx 


Fa 
: 


10 


%s far above their natural Capacities; 
be other ſupernatural Effects before men- 


ed? And we cannot but give an Ear to 


ful Appeals to God that can be made, con- 
ning his Sincerity in What he relates; (*) 
I. That bis Fingers were forcibly contracted 
| moved wholly by foreign Influence to write 
e Words which he hath publiſhed in his Firſt 


1 If Lips and Organs of Speech in his Exta- 
and affirmeth, that ander this Influence, 


Reſpiration of his Breath hath, for ſandry 
hs, beat various Tunes of a Drum, ſometimes 


188 /7ours in a Day, without his voluntary Ope- 
„er thinking of it; nay, ſometimes without 
alle to ſtifle it: That under this Influence 


Voice hath been ſometimes ſo ſtrong and clear, 
ſometimes ſo harmonious, as his natural one 


gs which ſhew, as he ſays, that be 7s at 
e times under the Agency of another diſtin 


; concerning all which he ſaith, 7he 
108 Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt know- 


that I lie not, I have likewiſe had ſeveral 


Need the Sphere of Flumane Efficiency. So 


The Dealings of God, Page 9, 19, 11, &c. 


| Remarks on the Modern Prophett, 45 
e their Eyes Inſtances of Children and others 


t which Mr. Lacy teſtifieth with the moſt 


tk of Warnings, Page 99. The ſame he faith 


er was or could be: and he proceeds to other 


r Inſtances atteſted by credible Witnefles, 
tings done by them which ſeemed plainly 


thit 
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45 Remarks on the Modern Prophets. 
that thoſe Sceptics who have ſo long inſf 
upon Demonſtration of theſe Matters to th 
Senſes, to which they ſeem to have ref 
the whole Conduct of their Lives, have js 
good Reaſon to ſtop at leaſt, and to conky 
whether there be not other ſorts of B4 
which they ſee not, and another ſort of! 
after this, to which Death will convey the 
Truly it behoves them to provide well agi 
the worſt part of ſuch a State, which th 
cannot deny to be poſſible ; and by thele i 
common Things will appear probable at h 
to thofe who have no Inclination to conli 
them as certain. . 
II. As every Sect and Hereſy that hath| 
therto ſprang up in the Church of God, | 
afforded ſome good Leſſor to be extracted 

Chriſtian Wiſdom out of it; ſo perhaps the 
ny erroneous Millennaries, whether the 0 
or the viſionary, may ſerve to excite all! 
Chriſtians to pray for the Converſion of the] 
Turks and Infidels; and for the Overtirm 
that Spiritual Babylon, whoſe Idolatry and 
rauny are great Stumbling- Blocts to all ti 
whenever they begin to think favouraby 
the Chriſtian Religion. A | 
And for the fame Reaſon we {hall be obig 
to pray for the eminent Diſpenſations oft 
Grace of God; that Power from on High, ub 
only can compoſe the Diviſions, and retormt 
Impieties and Immoralities of the Chf 


World. Theſe, alas! are another manifelt 


Remarks on the Modern Prophets, 47 
nce of the Frogreſs of the holy Goſpel: For 
canoot expect that ſuch as are Strangers to- 
Religion, ſhould put it into their Boſoms, 
Iſt they behold us trampling it under our 


This is a deplorable Caſe ; and when a ſeri - 
Mind conſiders it, he will be apt to break 
inthe Words of the Prophet Amos, O Lord! 
hom ſhall Jacob ari/e ; for he is ſmall > We 
to Heaven for Redreſs, and ſhall be relei- 
[in this Life or a better. There will be 
Heavens, and a new Earth, wherein dwelleth 
breouſneſs, though ſome have taken wrong 
to get to it. Errors in theſe Points have 
y times prevailed upon Perſons otlierwiſe 
ent and good ; whoſe Wrecks are Monitors 
5 to keep our Way, according to the Di- 
ons of the Goſpel; and to expound it /0- 
according to the Proportion of Faith; 
"ig to the Notions of Phanſy or En- 
am, EIS DNR | 

Il. We here alſo ſee the Holy Scriptures ve- 
in the Deſcription of the Temper and De- 
of evil Spirits given us therein. 
was the Ambition of Lucifer of old to ex- 
s Throne above the Stars of God, to fit up- 


Lit Hownt of the Congregarion, in the fides of 
of (Wt: (that is, to be worſhiped, as GOD 


In his Temple at Jeruſalem) to aſcend above 
eight of the Clouds : yea, to be like the 
ab, Ila. 14. 13, 14. And, O fad! how 
Wly has he gained his Points, as we may 

| rea; 
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48 Remarks on the Modern Prophets. 
reaſonably fear in theſe mock Prophecies, Bleſy 
and even fitting at Supper with his Diſc 
How many Kees have been bent to him! | 
how many Mouths have owned him as they 
rious Jehovah, and as the Sow, and Spin 
God! But as they have done all this, I i; 
think, in Ignorance and Miſperſwaſion; I que 
on not but they will obtain Mercy, if they 
it ſpeedily and with a ſuitable Repentance: | 
if they halt long, the Caſe cannot but bet 
tremely dangerous and horrible; ſurely yl 
the honeſt miſled People among theſe ſhall co 
through the Grace of God, to be duly (ei 
of their Caſe, they will lament it Zitterh, a 
feſs it publickly, and walk more circum/jel 
This will alter the Sentiments of the Aube 
the impartial Account of theſe Prophets, vl 
thinks he has made a crafty Bargain in this: 
fair, and ſays (Page 23.) If this be wi Wh 
true Cry, I am no Loſer; but if it be, 1 
great Gainer. But the very ſuſpicion of h 
ouring the Deluder as the LORD Alu 
will not appear fo indifferent a matter to ri 
Senſe and a tender Conſcience: To which 1 e. 
ſeech God, for the fake of Jeſus Chriſt, to tel gt 
them all, and by it to his Favour and Cn 
tion. 
We are alſo told in the Holy Scripiurts,t 
the Devil (the great Prince of this dart Mi 
dom, by whole Direction the inferior Ven 
act) is a Liar, and the Father of it, Jo.“ 
And we have heard his Lies, and ſen . 
=% pro 


Vel 


Remarks on the Modern Prophets. 49 
wed ſo in the Event; even in thoſe Caſes 
erein his Credit leaned; As in the Caſe of 
.Lacy's Exaltation, and Mr. Emes's Reſur- 
tion. For here the Divine Providence in- 
poſed, and he was not ſuffered to go fo far 


a Reſurreion in the Caſe of Mr. Emes, tho 
re ſeemed to be ſome Eſſays towards the Pro- 
made to Mr. Lacy; who was carried, they 


WM Ten or Eleven Foot; to ſhew that he 
1d hereafrer fly in the Air. But God is 
fu, and the Gates of Hell ſhall never pre- 


[ againſt his Church. TE 

gain, The holy Scriptures ſhew us, that 
Devil was a Murderer from the Beginning, 
and Cain (b) is ſaid to be of the wicked one 
ſew his Brother. And tho' he could not 
the French Prophets ſo far, as to give 


Weeks, determining the Time, they ſhould 
et boo al in the Blood of their Enemies, in 
dtreets ; and thus, I fear, cauſed them to 
mit Murder in their Hearts. That they 
& theſe Predictious, it was teſtified to 


dent is known to every Body. This gives 


— 


23 


Jo, $14 (b) I Fo, 3. 12. 


o play his Tricks to make any Appearance 


the Lives of thoſe who inſulted them in 
Streets, as Victims to their Paſſtons ; yet 
ave them Viſions and Prophecies of ſuch 
mble Slaughter ; and told them, that in 


„ ig my hearing; and the falffication in 
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go Remarks on the Modern Prophets. 
me occaſion to ſay, that Mr. Lacy and a Fri 
of his proceeded, I fear, with great nay 
tancy and Uncircumſpection, in believing tha 
after that both of them had declared, 
if theſe Events did not come to paſs accordin 
the time aſſigned, they ſhould not entertain ag 
Opinion of them, Yer they went on; bel 
ſatisfied with a Quibble that quite overturn 
they could fay of that Nature; namely, t 
they had it told them by Inſpiration, hat 
did not underſtand the Time, though it was pla 
ly before determined to three Weeks. Andt 
ingenious Mr. Facio ſaid, it might be perl 
meant of their Deſtruction one and twenty It 
hence; each Day for a Year. But if ſo, ul 
becomes of their Prophecy, that all wicked? 
ple ſhall be deſtroyed from off the Earth uit 
three Tears from January 1706. So that tl 
Trumpet gives an uncertain. ſound, as they vi 
then told: and it has not been otherwilc lin 
and therefore is not from GOD. 
Furthermore, rhe Goſpel foretels and i 
_ warns us of falſe Chriſts that would come: 
deceive many. (c) And what can that 
thought but a Falſe Chriſt, which ſaid in 
Extacy of J. c. (December 29.1707.) | 
„Children, in a few natural Months you! 
' ſee greater Miracles wrought, than | n/a. 
* wrought upon Lazarus? When I railed L 


—— 2 


_— 


e) See their Account, p. 6. | JP 


| Remarks on the modern Prophets 51 
x, he had been but four Days in the Grave. 
commanded that the Stone which lay upon 
ſhould be taken away. But you, and the 
nhabitants of this City, ſhall in a few natu- 
Months ſee my faithful Servant, Mr. Emes, 
ho has been buried, raiſed in the preſence 
Men; and he ſhall untie his Shrowd in 
Fhich he is now wrapp'd, Cc. 5 
his was declared to be on the 25th of May 
J laſt: and they were asked in the Extaſy 
P. Know ye the Day, my Children? And 1 
y anſwered, yes, the 25th Day of May. But 10 
being all falſe in the Event, cannot be | $8 
our deareſt LORD. So that we are con- i" "0 
ined in Conſcience, and in Faithfulneſs to our 1 
d, to teſtify, that this was a falſe Chriſt, 1 
that theſe are falſe Prophets. And let all MV 
ifians remember that the true Meſſiah fore- 9 
ed them of theſe Things. 5 
Let once more; the Holy Scriptures inform 
that the Devil ſometimes transformeth him- WAH 
| into the likeneſs of an Angel of Light: and Will! || 
Maps he ſcarce ever acted that Part more ex- I 
pitely thao in this Caſe. Perſons are brought I 
put up Prayers, and make Exhortationns, 
ct are in moſt Points very good and pious: | 
miity, Meekneſs and Charity are recom- 
ed; and many other Parts of Religion du- 
preſented. But we may find that this was 
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the Mast to carry on his moſt deſperate Def 
of, overturning the whole Goſpel, and the I 
{tration of the Ordinances thereof in the (aw 
Methods. One of the prime Aſſerters of this pri 
tended extraordinary Miſſion, who hath ſomet 
_ waited, they ſay, for a Commiſſion to Profely 
the CHineſes, came to a Gentlewoman of my 
quaintance, that had ſome time fince dilcerns 
the Errors of Quakeriſm, and had left them; an 
told her, that the Goſpel had now done its work 
that God would henceforth teach all People inm 
diatel) by himſelf, and that ſhe muſt now fall 
with.theſe new Prophets, or be ſwept away ui 
_ the ungodly World, And coming, to her ali 
before Mr. Lacy's Miſſion was to be atteſted 
Miracles; he told her, that now ſhe had ſi 
the Time ; if ſhe would come in to them, ſhe ai 
nat, for the Door was ſhut and now her Li 
lion would ſoon come; ſhe needed not g on 
lier Doors to ſee it, for it would come to her Hi 
But the Gentlewoman being prudent and i 
grounded in Religion, replied couragioully; 
_ have been once drawn from the eſtabliſhed Or 
aances of the Goſpel, by the deluding Not imm 
higher Diſpenſation, but I will be uo more U 
miſled. | This leads to another uſeful Point 
IV. This ſerves to alarm every Chriſlias 
their Match Having always the Words of 
Apoſtle in their Minds; Mu ch. and be j# 
that is, be circumſpedt and ſober- minded. l. 
and 7ofty Notions of Angelical Adminiſtrat 
and a ſtate perfectly Spiritual, have diſtun 


— 


un, and unhinged the Reaſon of many 
ens, otherwiſe honeſt and well-diſpoſed; 
"have brought them to unwarrantable Se- 
ation from Church-Communion ; longing for 
State which only Heaven it ſelf is like to give 


m ethe Society of Chriſtzan Communion, they 
ind alone, like a Stone dropt out of the Build- 
p which is more like to be bruiſed and bro- 
n,” than one that is well fixed: And thus by 
king Things too high in this World, they 


World to come. For they that leave their Work 
hn miſs of their Wages : and the conſtant Neg- 


ppineſs that is promiſed in Heaven. 


of Church Diſcipline muſt be lamented; and 


fd with the moſt intenſe Application. That 


12 all that are in Church Commu- 
"Wn may be generally and impartially cenſu- 


I, and puniſhed ; and that ſuch as will not 


* end, may be cat out. That fo their Fla- 
' "W'! Crimes may not offend the Weak, and turn 
. n out of the Way, nor bring a Reproach 
1a! th ( of . 2 T7 N. 8 7 7 . | hi h 
| at Society of Chriſtian People into whic 

0 } 


wiſhed at one Seaſon of the Year, but 
It be proſecuted in all Seaſons. And till this 
fone, any Chureh will be in a weak and de- 
L 2 D 3 caying 
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m: And the worſt of it is, by ſeparating 3 


tin great Danger of miſſing of them in the 
kof the Means of our purification on Earth, 
I loſe tlie Hope of that perfect Purity and 
Here indeed the Remiſneſs or rather Diſſolu- 


t only lamented, but endeavoured to be re- 
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were admitted. This muſt not only be 
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54 Remarks on the Modern Prophets. 
caying Condition; like a Body full of il! y 
mours, which when they once come to ona 
bear the better Juices and Pluids; the Clffi 
* is broken, and the Perſon neat 
But on the other hand, if we cannot atty 
that general Piety in others that we ought 
deſire and endeavour; yet we may not thro 
by the means of God's Grace, as to our o 
ſelves; we may not forſake all Communion, 
cauſe we ſee ſome Faults in all. The Mini 
and Ordinances are of God, and he will b 
them to us if we uſe them aright, thougi il 
Caſe ſhould be fo bad, that neither the 4 
niſtrator, nor the Perſons that join with us in 
Ordinance, be ſuch as they ought ; provi 

their Impieties be not extreme, and that we 
not compelld to partake of them. Het! 
will join with no Church upon Earth, til 
finds one that has no Blemiſhes either in 
Conſtitution, Adminiſtration or Memberſbip; ( 
hardly be imagined ready to have joined v 
any Church that ever hath been, is, or wil 
in this World, _—- Bt: 

But this muſt not be made an Apology for 1 
wilful Sin, or put a Step to our Endeavous 
ter the utmoſt Degrees of Perfection that 
are capable of, in this State of humane ra 
We muſt do the beſt we can in our Circi 
ſtances; and then we may be aſſured thi 
merciful God will not reject us, becaul 
could not be, or do, better. y 
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v. In the laſt place, theſe things may ſerve 
fix all Chriſtians in a ſteady Adherence to 
Holy Goſpel as their Rule for ever. As that 
us Prince, P/al. 119. 3. Thy Teſtimonies 
e I taken as an Heritage for ever; for they 
the rejoicing of my Heart, And if we em- 
c the Goſpel, we muſt acknowledge the 
bevſers of the Holy Word and Sacraments, 
the Commiſſion Officers of that exalted univer- 
Prince, the LORD Jeſus Chriſt. Theſe are 
pointed to give to Chriſt's Houſhold their 
at in due Seaſon, So that if any forſake 
e ſpiritual Diſtributions, they muſt conſe- 
ently decay in Strength and Vigor, in the 
nt of them. Mr. Lacy faith in his Preface 
the Cry from the Deſart : that when God (bal 


b r out his Spirit on all Fleſh, there will mani- 
ill ly be little need of the Clergy, (a) they will 
if d upon 4 Level with the re. Tr ly, as to 


Level, we deſire to ſtand below the reſt, in 
| thing wherein we may be their Servants 
ur Maſter*s ſake: we miniſter to, and attend 
dn the meaneſt Perſon in the Buſineſs of his 
vation, We preach not our ſelves, but Chriſt 
J's the Lord, and our ſelves your Servants for 
« ſake. But if it pleaſes our Lord to make 
of us, mean and unworthy as we are, as 
ruments in his beſtowing any further plen- 
Diſpenſations of his Grace upon all Fleſb; 


* IO TIN 
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Preface to the Cry from the Deſart, Page 21, 426 
| D 4 there 


5 6 Remarks on the Modern Prophets, 
there may be then, I ſhould think, more th 
a little Tſe of Miniſters: and how far this 
n our LORD, I leave it to 
Reader to judge from what has been already | 
on that Point. And J hope, that a little f 
ther Thought will induce Mr. Lacy to thi 
more favourably in this Caſe, becauſe he n 
ſays, (S) that he knows of no Order they bal 
Inſpiration to quit the ſacred Ordinances and 
regular Miniſtry. But then, how can Mr. L 
juſtify bis own Practice 2 and his giving oc: 
ſion to ſo many Thouſands to ſpend the Lor 
Day in the Streets, in Idleneſs and in much 
religion? As to that which he met alt 
wards; (c) it doth, I profeſs, amaze me, wh 
he ſaith, I am very confident, moſt of our Fil 
ers have frequented thoſe ſeveral ſorts of Con 
gations, to which their Inclinations before uſed 
lead them, If he means that they freque 
them as they did before they followed theſe ? 
phets ; it is not true in the Inſtances that | kno 
but theſe are not many: And it ſeems rati 
that it ſhould be otherwiſe in Reaſon as wel 
Fall; for they were not likely toretain any lt 
dy Affection to that Miniſtry and thoſe Odi 
ces, Which they were told would ſoon beg 
 teſs. * 
The Sum of all is, we muſt all, both 
niſters and People, be diligent, and unwearie 


l 
[ 
11S 
If 


%) God's Dealings, 9. 17. (e) Lid. p. 17. 
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Malers Buſineſs, that we may be ready to 
Account of our reſpective Talents with Joy 
is Appearance. We muſt be zealous for tlie 
ty of the Doctrines and Principles of the Goſ- 
and we muſt be no leſs zealous in the Pra- 
of them. |. Orthodoxy without ſpiritual Af- 
tions and a holy Life will not fave us; but 
in truth aggravate our Condemnation. For 
are told, that be that knoweth his Maſter's 
ll, and doth it not, ſhall be beaten with many 
* all therefore that are intruſted with the 
ed Commiſhon of Chriſt's Miniſters, look to 
Miniſtry which they have received, that they 
it. May their Lips preſerve Knowledge, 
the People may not periſh in the want of 
As they are the Ambaſſadors of the greateſ 
Frinces, may they ever be the moſt zealous 
ny for their Maſter's Houdur; being dili- 
in their Lahours, ſound in their Docłrine, 
unblameable in their Lives; manifeſting 
nual tenderneſs and care for their Flocks, 
ch were bought by the precious Blood of 
Lord: And when the chief Shepherd ſhall 
ar, they will not lpſe their Reward. 

nd may every ond that hears the ſound of 
poly Goſpel depart From all Tniquity, and fol- 
Peace with all Men and #/o/ize/s in the 
t of God; being efſectually endued with 
Vue Principles and divine Power of the Grace 
d which bringeth Salvation. 8 


fi. 


58 Remarks on Ihe Modern Prophets. 
Finally, May it pleaſe the God of all 6:4 
who is infinite in Mercy, to give ſobriety 
Mind, and penitential Sorrow of Heart, ty 
very One of thoſe who have been miſled by th 
late unhappy Deluſions. The Intent ions of 1 
ny of them were, | verily think, honeſt and oo 
and therefore we: ought to reſtore them in 
Spirit of Meekneſs, conſidering our ſelvet, 
we alſo be tempted. St. Paul was in the for 
part of his Life a Blaſphemer , and guilty of 
ny Enormities, bat he obtained Mercy becauſe 
did it ignorantly in Unbelief. May every on 
thoſe of whom we now ſpeak, as pen! 
make St. Paul's Confeſſion, and as eminent) 
tain-Mercy.. iy 114974 
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4 ABSTRACT of the Prophe 
„ the modern Prophets, relating t 
raifmg of the Body of Mr. EMES, 1 
died December 22. 170%. Au, 
buried in Bunhil-FEields, Decemb, 


Taken from their own Account of the Mate 

KECEMBER 5. 1707. J. L 
Þ # the Operation, ſay they, of the 5 
ſpake thus to Dr, EME S, in his own 
in his Sickneſs. . 
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Fear not, whatever I do for thy Trial, 
ou art in ſafe Hands; for if 1 command 
Y Life away, yet I will reſtore it again. 

ere even in this Houſe, thou ſhale return 
b thy Dwelling again, Gn 

Decemb. 6. Spoken by D. P. to ITO at his 

Houſe under the e of the Spirit. 

If thou dieſt, I will raiſe thee, I am the 
LORD, that God which giveth, and ta- 


th away, Truſt in me, who ever Jer 
ed any that ſo did, Sc. 


ly, under the Operation »f the Spirit. 


Nord ſhall run on and be glorified. The 
oger of the Almighty ſhall cauſe ſuch 
ceho's in this City. as that the City ſhall 
ſemble. Therefore, my obedient ones, ye 
ho have heard my Voice, and ſay, we 
now it is the Voice of God, am now 
out to anſwer your Prayers. Ill give 
du now | undeniable Proof that this is my 
Jord: That ' thoſe diſtracted Motions are 
uſed by the Operation of my Spirit, in 
Children. The reſtoring of the Blind, 
& Healing of the Sick, the Raiſing of the 
ad, ſhall decide it, after ſome Months be- 


* 1 (6) Page 2. : | | 5 0 flee; 


| Decemb. 25. Abu which Day pr. Emes was | 
tried; ſpoken by J. P. in a' publick Alem. 


[ will work, and nothing ſhall let; my 


6 g interred, By the ſame Power that I have 
Ned Jelus, will 1 raiſe that Body now 


b 


Go Remarks onthe Modern Prophets, 
i aſleep, and more fat and more fair thin; 
ever he had been. It ſhall not be known! 
this Friends that he hath faſted fo m 
Months. Ves, the fame; Body, the {i 
© Face, tho' more lovely, &. After which] 
fell back in his Chair; and ſaid, O Lord! by 
not her, Lord; and then he fell. hactward n 
Sround and mas filent. Thertenpon A. M 
was inſtaitly:feized, and. auler the Operatin 
1zhe Hpirit 171717. 
( Rejoice greatly, O my Children, — 
ye aſſured, that all that I have ſpoken hy 
Servant atthis time and at all other times ſ 
come to paſs. And if yeknew-me; ye would! 
eve me. By the Hand of my Servant Layli 
raiſe the Body of myServant that is now dei 
Vou have ſufficient Proof already tharthiff 
* the Power of God. But there is none can c 
© this that I am going to bring to pas. It he 
dead and rotten; yet I will raiſe him as I 0 
* ſpoken, to fulfil his Teſtimony. Theres 
one Tittle of what I have. ſpoken {hall pi 
"way. I will do greater things chan theſe; ji 
* wall do uch things as never have been. 
(.) J. P. the ſame Day, under Inſpirtis 
O thou timoraus Child, wheretore pri 
thou unto me-+--From thy Mouth i 
declared the poſitive Day in which my 
* vant ſhall be raiſed from the Dead. 
* ſhalr likewiſe with a loud Voice decir 
© this City the poſitive Day in which 
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Remarks on the Modern Prophets” 6 
dements ſhall deſcend from Heaven. Thou 
alt tell the Day in which Fire and Brim- 
bne ſhall deſcend to the conſuming to Aſhes” 
mous Buildings in this City. Be thou tilt” | 
trefore, and know that Lam God, So. 
(4) J. P. Decem. 26. 17079, 

ſilt thou declare willingly, with an open 
outh, thoſe Words which 1 ſpeak unto thee ? 
bo thou remember, my Child, 
by much the Excuſe of my Servant Moses . 
med to his Loſs, GS. 

)J. P. Decemb. 27. 'You ſhall not breaks. 
e Ground ; no, he ſhall riſe without. 
Decemb. 28. 4s J. P. and J. C. were paſſing 
cidentally by the Place where Dr. Emes was 
wied: J. P. was: ſeized by the Spirit, and Jaid, 
Thou my Servant, who lies ( ſo it 75 ir- 
Is) interred in this Place, ſhalt ina few na- 
a Months ariſe, Oc. 5 

Decemb. 29. J. C. under the Operation of 
e Spirit, in an Aﬀem? ly, ſpake as followeth : 

My Children, in a few natural Months you 
Ill ſee greater Miracles wrought than I my 
wrought upon Lazarus. When I raiſed 
Karas, he had been but four Days in his 
we. ! commanded that the Stone that lay 
on it ſhould: be taken away. But you and 
Inhabitants of this City, ſhall in a few na- 
al Months ſee my faithful Servant, who has 
n ied, raiſed in tbe Preſence of Men. My 
lidreg, he ſhall come out of his Grave with- 


Wnt 3: (3) Page a: * 5. (*) Pages. 
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62 Remarks on the Modern Prophets. 
© out the Earth being taken away that les in 
* him. He ſhall come forth in the Preſenq 
Men, and he ſhall untie his Shroud, in whit 
he is now wrapped. This ſhall not be in {ect 
no, but in publick, I do ask of you all, ily 
* do believe that I am able to do this ? Anf 
me, if you have no Murmurings in yo 
* Hearts. Anſwer ſincerely. I am the invinal 
the great Jehovah, who ſpeak to you att 
_ * time; the Almighty ; the King of Heaven a 
* Earth. Then one in the Company anſwered, L 
I believe, that it is more eaſie to Thee to raiſe l 
if there are Differences in the degrees of 1 
er, than it was either to create Man at firſt, u. 
90 on to produce them by the ordinary way. I 
Faith is great, I ſay unto thee : but all ti 
* who hear my Voice, have it not in fo gre 
** Meaſure. Cauſe them to underſtand t 
things, that they may give their Anſxc 
their own Tongue. (The aforeſaid Diſcou 
being read in Exgliſh, J. P. anſwered, Lott 
believe thou canſt and wilt.) . I do pro 
to you, even with an Oath, that if you 
© {wer me with Sincerity, your Eyes ſhall 
the ching. | 
Jan. 1. Spoken in the Preſence of a great Al 
bly by J. P. ander the Operation of the 5 
have that to declare by this Moutl 
4 that it ſtartle you not. Whoſo qu 
ons my Power ſhall not be remitted. Ro 
the Dey in which my Servant was intel 
Five Months from that Day , the Tue 
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yy of May, you ſhall behold him riſe again. 
ne Month above the Number of Days that 
rut was in his Grave. The very Hour that 
e was putinto the Earth ſhall he ariſe. Know 
> the Day my Children ? (Tes) well, the 
penty fifth Day of May — for thy 
art, by whom I ſpeak, thou ſhalt not laugh 
pril thou beholdeſt him, S. 

J. L. at the ſame Time and Place. 
All that was ſaid by/my Servant touching 
eraiſing from the Dead, ſhall be ful filled. 
that was ſaid by any other of my Servants. 
0 the Cloſe, they add, That many others of the 
wed have, fince the aforeſaid Order for print- 
born their Teſtimonies under Inſpiration to the 
litions of raiſing the ſaid dead Body at the 
ted time. HOY Soo PA 

ſter all theſe Prophecies and extatick Decla- 
gers, Sir Richard Bulkeley was commanded in 
e to delay the Publication of his Book no 
rr: In the 87h Page of which he faith 
And here I doubt not but the Reader 
be pleaſed that I tell him, that thoſe Pre- 
Mons, of raiſing the dead Body of Dr. Emes 
won the 2.57h of May, are of this ſort, deciſive 
r: ( which he before calls the Touchſtone of 
| Prophets, to ſhew whether they are true 
u.) Nay, proceeds he, I ſuppoſe I ſhall 
my Reader yet more, in bringing it to 
gon ter Period; by acquainting him, that the 
rk Atteſtations of Almighty Ged from 
wen which are to come within Mr. Lacys 
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* ſix natural Months (and confirme! {4h 
« 4 by. Six or Seven other Perſons under ll 
tion) are,decifive allo, —— —— And] 
6 * commanded, faith he, by a Maſe: dcling 
to me by one of the Idfpired, under the 0 
ration of the Spirit, in the following Wy 

« Be not aſhamed to declare to the Nord 
0 „ Grounds on which thou believeſt this Voice 
mine. Thou haſt promiſed it to the Pull 

, 2 tis not juſt in thee to fail to do it, 
2 24 ake Notice, if thou doſt not thus, the Refi 
* ons of the W orld upon thee ſhall be more. 

* tell the World, that open Miracles, pu 

* Atteſtations from Heaven, ſhall le given 
City before May next; otherwiſe thou wilt 
that the Lord hath not ſpoken by this Voice 
But all theſe Predictions have been * 
by the Event: And therefore were not fr 
Alove, but from Beneath. Yet neither Si 
B. nor the others, have as yet, that I kn 
publickly owned. or penitently n 
groſs Deluſion. It would be perfectly unreal 
ble and extremely dangerous; and indecd v 
we could not account for, otherwiſe than by! 
Power of frong Delufions.; ſhould any of it 
perſiſt in a Falſhood which God hath ſo pai 
diſcovered to them: yet their Backwardncl 
make an ingenuous Acknowledgment of ! 
Deluſtons gives us Reaſon to fear this. blay 
good God open their Eyes, by: his good Spl 
- and. ſoften their Hearts; and ſhew them! Mi 
thro' Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. ana 
F INT 8. 
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